k. DATE 


_26 March through 1 
3. DATE-TIME GROUP — 
| tocat ALL sight approx: 


__eur27/0330Z ~ 04002 


Apr 


£2 Ground- Vi sual 
0 Air - Ab sch 


3. PHOTOS Scars br He 1S | Pa: 
D0 Yes 
XTX No Civilian 


7, LENGTH OF OBSERVATION 


varied: 5 min to 13 hr 
lo. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING 
see AF Form 112 on these sightings, 
Described as being from crescent 
i shaped with a "stem" to a round 
| brilliant object. 


one. 


ATIC FORM 229 (REV 26 SEP $2) 


irr Teed but, cae iil Am 
Hsu wipe bee ot ey 0 lel VY ut” res ee MN ae 


2, LOCATION Lake Leelanau, Mich ]12. conclusions 1 
| Empire AFS, oO 
95 Leland,Ledar,Selfridge AF ALES Lrobably Ralican 
4. TYPE OF OBSERVATION 


18, NUMBER OF OBJECTS 


ie PROJECT 10073 RECORD CARD 


or F 


Hazel Park ’ Vios Bolloon 


Possibly Balloon 
Was Aircraft 


Probably Aircroft 
Possibly Aireroft 


0 Ground-Radar 


O) Air-|ntercept Radar 


Wes Astronomical Venus 
Probably Astronomical 
Possibly Astronomical 


Other 


9, COURSE iain aim as ak 
dropping insufficient Dota for Evaluation 


over western] horizon 

11, COMMENTS 

Investigated by Flt 3-C, 4602d 
AISS at the request of the D/I, 
37th Aix Division. Due to the 

fact that these sightings were 
received by separate messages, 
they have been carried as separateé 


ooo ee 


‘Sightings occuiting in the same 


area, Investigagtion revealed 
that Venus caused the sightings, 
See AF Form 112 on the case for 


details, 
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Occupation: Student 
Education: .3 years collega 
Oualifications: Nona 


TI. RMLIABILITY: ‘When interviewed by this investigator, Sheriff Bob White 
said of SOURCE, "He is the kind of a guy who seas something after someons elsa 
tells him he has geen it", In an interview with the SOURCE, it was noticed 
that he had a tendency to exagzearate in his accounts of thins 73 he had dons and 
his perception as to deoth and size of objects near and far away was unreliable. 

Iti, SOURCE’S DESCRIPTION OF SIGHTING: "I was in the Dairy Bar at Lake 
Leelanau playing pool, when came in and said he could ses a Fl ying 
Saucer. Two of the other mays ( a eliealaasacee. and 
I went with Jin to his house. We all watched Bs objoct for about 10 minutes 
and then it disappeared. It didn't look like an airplane, but it changed colors 
from red to green to white. After we had been watching for another 10 minutes 
3% juat went out. Ye used a pair of binoculars to look at the object and Jim 
made a drawing of it. That's the way 1t looked to me too." 
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i, SOURCE: @amuREape 


Address; Lake Leelanau, Michigan 


ge: 19 years 


A 
tHe 


i ! 
F FORM 112— USNCLASS Perce D | 
— | et! a ee = : = -_ bl a 
Ar PART il (CLASSIFICATION) 


Education; Presently a college freshman. 
Quslifications: None 


Zi. RELIABILITY: SOURCE was a very likable adolescent. He seemed to be 
quite sincere in his story of the sighting and was sagar to help as much as 
possible. Sheriff White said that he is level heaced and quite reliabls. 


Iti. SOURCE'S DESCRIPTION OF SIGHTING: "I was at the Dairy Par in Laks Lae- 

Janau at about 10:59 (03502) on ifarch 26 when AaMMMRMMR) came running in to re- 

port that he had seen a Flying Saucer near his houses. Naturally wa 2ll went 

out to WM house to take a look. Thsre was a very bright light in tha sky, 

likes a very bright star. The only difference was that it changed colors and seen- 
ed to be moving erractically through the sky. We watched it for about five 
minutes after wa got there through binoculars (4%) and than it just seamed to 
fade out. We heard no sound and the object was about the size of & pea at 
arm's length. Jim said it was crescent shaped with a red-orange stem, but I 
couldn't sas the sten." 
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Occupation: Student 
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I. SOURCE: 

Address: Lake Leelanau, Michigan 


Ave: 17 yeara A 
Occupation: Student 


Education: High School Senior 


it a er a Em 


Qualifications: None 
=F ~ “47 aA 7 ct _ . . "Zs J 4 
II. RSLIABILITY: The SOURCE was quits excited over the possibility that 
tne objecy mignt be somevaing fron outer svace, Sheriif Thite waa not. fanilier | 
with the SOURCE. 
i 
TIT, SOURCH'S DESCRIFTION OF SIGHTING: ie « ime into the Dairy Bar 
in Leseenbensiinna 2 at about 10;45 P' (03452) March 26 saying he had geena flying ! 
saucer. I went with him to his house whera we watched a bri; ht star-like obiect 


for adout five or ten minutes. The object ssened to ba cre: \cont-shaped and 
chanzed color from red to:green to white. We looked at it through binoculars 


(i) and Jim drew a sketch of what it looked like, The object was in tho weat 
and seomed to jump up and down rapidly before it just seemed to fade ar 
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I, SOURCE: Mrs. commana, PC 


Address; Rural Route One (Box 130), Cedar, ‘iichigan 


nN 
® 
a 
' 
4 
4 
; 


Ace: 66 years 
Occupation: Farmer 
hauecetion; Grammer School 
Qualifications: Nons 


IT. RELIABILITY; Nost of those interviewed, whon asked about the relia- 
bility of the SOURCE, gave the imnression that she was & bit eacentric and 
eagily excited. Shs was very sure of what she had seen and renarked that it 
terrified her. 

"4 

III. SOURCE'S DESCRIPTION OF SIGHTING; "I was sitting in the house sewing 
last saturday evening at about 10;30 Pu (010330% April 56) when my three dogs 
started howling and carrying on out in the yard. I went to the back door to 
see what was the matter. When I opened the door, all three dogs nearly knocked 
ue down trying to get into tha house. Their faces vere snow white and all 
their hair was standing on end. I steppsd out into the yard and saw a huga 
reddish-orange object, big as a bushel basket at arm's longth, hovering over 
the trees and. Lake Leelanau. I rushed back into the house and reported it to 
the radar base, When I got back to the window it disappeared behind some clouds.* 
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Address; 752nd AC&T Squadron, Empire AF Station, Michigan” on 


age; 30 years 


ee ee 


Occupation; Philco Technical Rapressntatire 
Education; Colleges Graduate 
iS 
Qualifications: Graduate Engineer, five years with Philco. 
JI. RELIABILITY: SOURCE is considered by all concerned as an excellent 
soirce of information. Talks with personnel at the radar site disclosed thst 


a is considered as ona of "the best", ‘>, (RMP 5 very sincere in his o- 
inlons and eager to help as much as possible. 
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Tit. SOURCH'S DESCRIPTION OF SIGHTING: "Before I say anything elise, let 
na make it clear ‘- you that 1'm almost certain that the object I'v& sean is 
a star. ify wife and I have seen this object quite often in the last few days, 
in fact on every clear night. We ususlliy see it at about 9;00 to 10:30 in the 
evening while driving from Traverse City (GJEQ 2245) back to Empire (GJmQ 5049). 
At stands out and our attention is always attracted due to its unusual brilliance. ; 
At times, hoyever, it seens to go out (the light) and then reappear. In color : 
it ranges from a bs ‘ight blue-white to crange. I haven't heard any noise along 
with the aightings. The obiaect is abowt the size of a pea at arm's lenst h and 
is seen in the weat. It doasn't sean to move fast enough so that you can per 
ally observe it, but in the course of an evening or an hour's tima you can tell 
that it has dropped toward the horizon. The only reason I evan mentioned that 
t hed seen it was that I'd heard so much about "flying objects” being ssen 
eround here. I feel almost certzin that the object is a star." 
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Occnpation; F 


Education: 


i Ut 
aireraft or a star. 


R2LIABILITYs: 


Ili. SOURCE 


to Lake Leslaniu, 


was rea-orange in color and sesmed to be 


4% for about 


was receding into 


Aze23: 


20 minutes. 
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Hizh School 
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PACE o OF Li PAGTS 


30 and 29 years, respectively. 


Qualifications: None 
Both sesined sincere in their belief that it wasn't an 
As far as could be determined, they are both solid citizens 
of the area and are respected by other mambers of the community. 
S'S DESCRIPTION OF SIGHTING: "We were driving from Traverse Oity 
when we noticed this bright, round object in thesrest. It 
moving. “le stopped the car and watched 
It seemed tobe at an angle of abont 30° from us and 
the west and away from usa. There wasn't any sound or other 
It was about 10325 (0325; when ye first spotted 17 


strange features about it. 
and it disappeared at about 10:45 (0103452 April 195 
or Clouds, or the horizon." 
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tT. SOURCE; qi 


Lf Lake Leslanau, Michigan 


Age; 30 years 
Occupation: Farmer 
Education: High School 
Qualifications: None 

sightiag. During the interview, he stated that he had a: 


ogee, of about 4 nizhts, but had been reticant in repor 
f being labeled a "crackpot", 


Ii. RELIABILITY: . SOURCE seams to be very sintere in ae account of the 


Se @ 
é3 
oil 


SOURCE'S DESCRIPTION OF SIGHTING: “On the 26th of March 1 observed 
ze 0f a Patty cent piece at arin's sap die and was reddish with yellow 
r e wiles elzes, It cianged colors while I was watching it. It also seamed 
to have legs or rays projocting from it. I soul hear a faint sound $2) 
— or Aa motor, It receded and faded away from ma, Cisanpsaring in the 
53% about 11;00 PM (04002), about 40 ninutes after I had first sasn i 
saeied to disappear below the horison, I was observing the object wit 
pair of 6x binoculars. The sky was clear, without any nobicoable clouds. 
The less and colors, as well as the brightness of the object wera the reasons 
I noticed it in the first placa. I did'nt want to ue ee 3 crackpot, so 
I waited a couple of nights to be sure of wnat I say. 
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30-UPOB}2-56 Pert 


SOURCE; aie 


| Age: 2&6 years 

| Occupation: Engineer with Henticontal Aircraft 
Edueation: Colless Graduate 

| juallficabions: Pilot in WWII, still flies 1i 
TI, RELIABILITY: SOURCE is considered very reliable by e211. 


AE viewed, as well as this investi 
to have sighted tne object 


mator. Probably one of the most r 


VY 
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cht aircraft. 
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: Jit, SOURCE'S DESCRIPTION OF SIGHTING: "I had seen this brigh 

the soy vreviously and was watching for ib at about 11 PM (04002) 

| of 31 March 1956. ‘The object was uboub the sige of a dina, anite 

cist, When I listened closely, I could hear a sound like that of a jet thrust 
pump. Jt was at an elevation of 30° - 40° and an azimuth of ap 


% appeared to move and then st 


1 watened it for quite a while and 1% appeared to fade occasional 


i 
} horizon ant finally x i ded outs e 
| no optical aids through which + 


my folks in Lake Leelanau at 
nddress and the place of sighti 
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I, Souncn; HID s/so, USAT 


ccupation: Operational Intelligence Specialist 


-_ 
eo i on 


Organization; Flight 3-C, 46920 ATSS 
Selfridge 4¥B Michigan 


| Education: 3 years of college, Technical Intelligences 
School at ATIC. 
II, RELIABILITY: As the investigator as well as the SUJRCE in this par 
find it rather difficult to give an estimate of my own reliavilivy. iy eye- 
sigit and hearing are normal end I will give as clear a picture 45 po 2 
i 4o tne various events concerning my sighting. 


t 


TIT. SOURCH'S DESCRIPTION OF SIGHTING: "Upon my arrival in Traverse City, 
michigan, I immediately drove to the Empire AF Station to interview those at 
the siteiwho had seen the object. i/Lt Zidon Balko volunteered to accompany 
ae ona trip to the saction of the county where the objecy hud been ,sirhte 

At O4 2345% Avril 1956, 1/Lt Balko and I besza2n the drive to Suéboent's Bay fren 
Travorse City. We first interviewed tne proprietor of a gensral store 

met with negative results. fe next stopped ab 


5 DUG 
- e yD, ee <b a 
4 ¢595 station with tne azme 


effect. Howeve er, aS we vere leaving, envered. After a short 
4 + \ = “4 4 yO aro : 
talc and interview (gee Part One; we received directions to the Dairy sar in 


: Lako Leelanau, where thres others who had seen the object were at vregant,. 
Uoon arriving at the Dairy Bar, Lt Balko and I noticed a brightly shining star 
in the west and comaented on the possibility of it being the UFOB. Ve entered 
aad ouestioned the three boys, Aimar: a an) ae 
with the results detailed in parts 3, 4, anc 5. ‘While we were 
still at the Dairy Bar, one of the boys stopped outside for a soment and came 
back in announcing "It's un there richt nowt". Lt Balko and i rusned outdoors 
~%O view the object. As scon as it was pointed out to us, we botn thought it 


— eee nt eS a a mm a a a li. gl 


/ = rat 

WAS a star and wondered how anyone could mistake it for anything else. ‘Thera 
| was some disagreement on the part of the boys as to whether or not it was the 
UrOB. ‘While we were watching, the object disappeared behind a cloud and most 


of those present thought it had "4nst faded out", Lt Balko and I then went to 
Loland (GKEA 1401) to interview the Leslanau County Sheriff, Bob Nhite. Sheriff 
White was, according tom, another person who had seen the object. 
ee SO wnen interviewed, Sheriff White stated that the only object he had ever 
sce 6s the brigntly shining star visiole from his office window. This vent 
me ep to be the same object as the others in Lake Leelanau had soe 
Don Gordon, th 18 editor of a smail-towm newspaper in Leland also arrived on the 
scene and ata ted that he had never seen anything more suspicious than the planet 
Venus, wnich was at its brightest at this time of the year. ee igd Soh courss 


of the interviow, a check was made with the radar _ ~O 839 if there had been 
any further sightings. It was discovered +) na 2 and his companions 


ao eo 
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wd seen wnat they congidered to be the object low in the west, Lt Balko, Editor 
cardan, and I rushad to the Lake Michigan shore and from thero observed a faint . 
| light in the western sky at an elevation of sbout 15°. The light geened to change 
color from red to gold=-red to green and occasionally seemed alnest srev-white, 
This object seemed to be the planat Venus, much lower in the sig at 11:39 Pi 
(0430%) than before, While we wero watching, the haze or haouicis near tae horizon. | 
completely obscured the object." 
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SUPPLEMENTARY INVESTIGATIV®" EFFORTS: 


1, A check with the 752nd ACeW Sqdn weather log and Traverse City Alrvort 
2d no Sigiificant meteorolozical data which could be related to the UFOB 


20 S/Szt beilfuss contacted personnel of the 752nd ACZW Sqdn and it was 
determined that there were no radar fixes made during the period covered by 
these reports. 


3. Extensive informal questioning of personnel of the 752@nd ACA Sqdn rew 
veated that the pcan od of all parsonnel who had sesn any un usual object thought 
that it was merely a bright star and nothing in the UFOS line : at all. 

uf 


h, S/Sgt Peilfuss and 1/Lt Balko of the radar site spent from 0) 2),00Z 
Aoril 1956 until 05 04002 Avril 1955 interviewing persons in the erea (see Part 
Ten) in an effort to determine the cause of the sightings. 

S. Sheriff Fob White of Leelanau County was interviewed in an ef fort to 
determine reliability of the persons questioned. lesults are included in the 
individual report parts, where applicable. 

6, There were no know sircraft operating in the vicinity at the time of 
sientings. 


7. On 9 April 1956, S/Szt Beilfuss interviewed Professor Everett Rh. Phealos 
of the Wayne University (Detroit) Astronomy Depariment. ‘The followine facts and 
coments were received from Dr, Phelps: 


a, In relation to the sizshting by Mrs, ER (See Part Five), the 
moon was full at the time of her sighting, It was determined that 
the back door of her house faced east and that the moon would be 
rising at the approximate time of her sighting. Although this 
does not explain the dogs turning white and their hair standing on 
end, itis reasonable to agaume that Mrs, Oilland was viewine the 
moonrise, 
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bo Possible explanations for the color-changing of the object: 


- =, 


(1) Ordinary binoculars have no chromatic correction, 


(2) There is a slight varying of refraction due to unequal heating 
of the atmosphere near the horizon. 


co In relation to the sketch by a , the planet Venus at thi 
tines is in a state or stage whereby, when viewed through ee Come 
or a telescone, it would appear as a crescent-shaped object. There 
is no exolanation for the stem or tail, astronomically speakinz, 


Go I/Lt Schiele, who had been mentioned as a possible SCURCE by Set Deudder 
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gobali fat 


observing the object was Jater asked 


The 2nswer was Wh, ahont the size of : ae } arm's 
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and then after being taken outside to inte rylew the object azain 
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that he had thousht it was a ster a} Sond: but that upen he 
80 much abous “flying objects" reported his sightings to the 


Commander, 752nd AC&iT Sqdn. 


*HILIP W. BELLE USS AF 
He r 75 , OT a ‘Ta! 
ack. ge E28 3-6, £0020 iJ 35 
COMMENTS of Approving Officer: 

Concur with the opinion of the investigator that this sighting was 
astronomical in nature, It is the pinion of this neadouarters that tha 
enn! ae contained in this report substantiates a ccnclusion of "WAS 
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RADAR STATION INVESTIGATES WAVE OF SAUCER | 


LELAND, MICHIGAN: Major Homer D. Cnamplin, commanding officer of the 25 
A.C .éW#,. Squacron ot Eapire, Michigan, agid that the vas: received eral re- 
por.5 of an unicentified lignt in the sky between LO~-90 and 11-00 on the nignt 
of March 2/7tn. The best report was suppl: | eat the 
1isht appeared +o be red and white, sli; =e! 

With the nakod ate; dut HRON Wurn watched it through bin culars, se saw that 
the object was shaped like "an upright mushroom", with the rel red-orangs3 
ana the top white. Wurn rey it moved slowly for about 15 minutes, and 
Ciserpeared rapidly in the western sky avout 40 degrees above the horigon. 

Jor Champlin ordered two of his officers to interview all persons who reported 
Sesing this gtiect. 
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the top white...lt sored slowly for anproxieetel y 15 amlrutes, then 
ALsacneared raplaly into the weatern aky adout 40 caeazreen above the 
hortron.” Mr, Yire tdentivtied three other witneasaes—Larerme Pet- 
yoskxey, Austuat Shasmowsk! and Pat Gartner. Abother observer, Shar- 
les Zysean, followed the USS br car for several sinuteas. Investi- 
gating officer Lt. Warren Schiele said one woman “first waa attrac- 
od to the obdisct br the barking of her dow. Ste renorted the od- 
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Lt, SOURCh: Jpn 


Address: lwdemignamechican (GKEA 101) 
Ase: 23 years 
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Occupation: Metal Worker 
Education; High School Graduate 
Qualifications: Coastal Artillery for two years. 


tI. RELIABILITY: SOURCE seemed to be quite serious in his velief that 
the objact in question was not an aircraft or a star and did not seem to be 
trylag to "put one over on the fir Force". A conversation with Sheriff Bob 
White of Lesalanau Gounty as to SOURCE’s reliability terminated in tho under- 
standing that SOURCE is immaginative and tands to exaggerate his experiences 
and observations. 


TIZt. SOURCE'S DESCRIPTION OF SIGHTING: "At approximately 10:45 PM (03452) 
on larch 26 (1956), T W293 driving from Lake Leelanau (GJNQ 1758) to telind. 
dichigan (GKEA 1401). Upon getting oub of my car at home, I noticed a bright 

object at about 40° elevation and "300° azimuth, I watched it for about ekg 
minutes and then drove back to Lake Leelanau to get my three buddiss, La Vern 
Petrosky, August Sharnowski, and Pat Gardener, We roturned to my house 2 
about 11:00 Pu (0400Z) and Looked at the Sb Jech for another five minutes, 
both visually and through 4% binoculars, The object seemed to be a crescant 
with a red-orange stem. It was about the size of a dima at arm's lensth., It 

seemed to hold still for a while, bus after looking at it for about two or 
three minutes, it moved away from ua and up and down very quickly. It finally 
Just faded out. I didn't hear any sounds.” 
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1 incl. SOURCE'S “emory Sketch (retouched). 
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